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Introduction
The Scottish Clinical Biochemistry Network (SCBN)  has lead on a national audit of 
current practice in primary care,  for the investigation of women presenting with 
symptoms which may be due to ovarian cancer. 

In 2014 the Scottish  Referral Guidelines for suspicion of cancer (SRGSC)  were 
updated to include pelvic ultrasound in addition to serum CA125,  for the 
investigation of women presenting to primary care with symptoms associated with 
ovarian cancer. 

This varies with current NICE guidance where pelvic ultrasound is a second-line 
investigation 

For Women presenting to primary care  with symptoms:

• NICE : CA125, if raised pelvic USS, refer if both abnormal

• SRGSC: CA125 and Pelvic USS, refer if either abnormal

Results

Significant regional variation noted  in guideline uptake

Testing initiated in primary care for patients diagnosed with ovarian cancer

North (Grampian, Highland, Orkney, Shetland, Tayside, Western Isles)

West (Ayrshire & Arran, Forth Valley, Greater Glasgow &Clyde, Lanarkshire)

South-East (Borders, Dumfries & Galloway, Fife, Lothian)

Only 20% of new ovarian cancer diagnoses followed the updated primary 
care referral guidance

National Audit of Scottish Cancer 
Referral Guidelines for Ovarian 
Cancer

Method

During a six  month audit period of January to July 2015  data was

gathered from  all NHS Scotland Boards 

The three strands of data collection  were merged via CHI and 
anonymised then  analysed by NHS National Services Scotland IMS 
team and SCBN

Audit output parameters
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